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Federal Environment Minister Catherine McKenna (left) gets behind the wheel of a Brampton Transit bus during an announcement 
held at the transit provider’s Sandalwood Parkway facility on July 29, 2019. The city is receiving $11.1 million from federal investment 
to run a trial program with eight electric-powered buses. (Submitted Photo) 


Prepare for the rise of the electric 
buses. 

Brampton is set to benefit from an 
$11.1 million-dollar investment into a 
trial program that will bring charge- 
able electric buses to the city streets, 
the federal environment minister an- 
nounced Monday. 

“Cleaner vehicles are good for our 
community, our economy and our en- 
vironment," Minister Catherine 
McKenna said during the announce- 
ment, held at Brampton Transit's San- 
dalwood Parkway facility, backed by a 
contingent of local MPs. 


"Our government’s investment in 
Ontario’s electric bus network will 
help support innovative Canadian 
companies and good jobs in Canada’s 
cleantech sector, while keeping our 
air healthy and fighting climate 
change, so we can build a cleaner fu- 
ture for our kids and grandkids." 

The program is billed as the first of 
its kind, and will see the city deploy 
eight standardized electric buses 
which can be refilled at high-power 
chargers. B 

rampton spearheaded the trial plan- 
ning process in 2016, which was ini- 


tiated by the Canadian Urban Transit 
Research & Innovation Consortium 
(CUTRIC). New Flyer Industries and 
Nova Bus will manufacture the buses, 
and ABB and Siemens will manufac- 
ture the electric chargers. 

The trial is aimed at helping reduce 
pollution and energy costs and paving 
the way for a zero-emission public 
transit sector, said McKenna, who ap- 
peared later at Mississauga's Pearson 
Airport to announce a new fast-charg- 
ing hub for electric vehicles. 

Continued on Pg 4 
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West Nile-positive mosquitoes confirmed in Peel 


Keep a bottle of insect 
repellent handy this sum- 
mer. 

The Region of Peel an- 
nounced Tuesday that the 
season’s first West Nile 
virus-positive mosquitoes 
have been found, and are 
advising residents to take 
precautions this summer. 

The mosquito-borne 
disease was found in a 
sample of insects taken 
from the Steeles Avenue 


West and McLaughlin 
Road South area in 
Brampton. 


The region currently 
monitors West Nile virus 
activity through 33 mos- 
quito traps set across all 
three municipalities, said 
associate medical officer 
of health Lawrence Loh. 

“Mosquitoes from the 
traps are collected and 
tested weekly from June 
to September. Public 
Health staff also survey 
public areas for stagnant 
water that may be serv- 


ing as mosquito breeding 
sites and treat identified 
sites with larvicide,” said 
Loh. 

West Nile virus is a 
mosquito-borne disease 
that is passed to humans 
via the bite of an infected 
mosquito. 

To date, no confirmed 
human cases of West Nile 
virus have been found in 
Peel Region, and as of July 
20, there have been no re- 
ported human cases in 
Ontario so far this sea- 
son. 

Although the risk of ac- 
quiring West Nile virus 
infection is low, the re- 
gion is advising residents 
there are simple things 
that they can do to pro- 
tect against mosquito 
bites: 

¢ Apply an approved in- 
sect repellent containing 
an ingredient effective 
against mosquitoes, such 
as DEET/icaridin, to ex- 
posed skin and clothing. 


¢ Avoid areas with high 
mosquito populations, 
such as shaded or wooded 
areas, and take extra pre- 
cautions between dusk 
and dawn, when mosqui- 
toes are most active. 

¢ Wear light-colored, 
tightly woven, loose-fit- 


ting clothing such as long 
pants, a_ long-sleeved 
shirt, shoes and socks to 
protect exposed skin. 

¢ Make sure all window 
and door screens fit se- 
curely and are free of 
tears and holes. 

Local residents can also 


help prevent mosquito 
bites by removing or 
draining items on their 
property that hold stag- 
nant water. Water that is 
stagnant for more than 
seven days is an ideal 
breeding site for mosqui- 
toes. 


Stagnant water sites 
can be reported to Peel 
Public Health at 905-799- 
7700 (toll free at 905- 
584-2216 in Caledon), or 
online at 
peelregion.ca/health/vbd. 
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Brightwater gets the greenlight from council 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga’s waterfront 
is about to get a lot busier. 

Residents packed council 
chambers at Mississauga 
City Hall Monday evening 
for a development meeting 
to decide the fate of a major 
development project taking 
place in Port Credit. 

The 72-acre Brightwater 
development, set on the for- 
mer site of an Imperial Oil 
refinery, received the go- 
ahead from the city’s devel- 
opment and _ planning 
committee to move forward, 
and would see nearly 3,000 
residential units built in the 
Lakeshore and Mississauga 
Road area over the next sev- 
eral years. 

When complete, the proj- 
ect is expected to boost Port 
Credit’s population by more 
than 55 per cent, with up to 
7,000 additional residents 
moving into the village. 

The project has received 


significant input from com- 
munity members and local 
advocates, said the city’s 
planning and building com- 
missioner, Andrew Whitte- 
more, who discussed a staff 
report that outlined public 
meetings and feedback since 
Dec. 2017. 

“Over the past several 
years, we’ve engaged exten- 
sively with the community... 
the comments received from 
the public and key stake- 
holders have helped shape 
the vision for this dynamic 
addition to our waterfront. 
We will continue to engage 
with residents and ensure 
we have strong land use 
policies that align with our 
goal of creating an accessi- 
ble and sustainable water- 
front.” 

The project, which was 
conceived by development 
consortium West Village 
Partners, is planned as a 


mixed-use community, with 
condo towers capping out at 
a maximum of 29 storeys, 
along with plans to build 
recreation and education fa- 
cilities near the foot of Lake 
Ontario. 

The project will revitalize 
the former brownfield lands 
into a “vibrant waterfront 
destination that will attract 
residents from Mississauga 
and beyond,” said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

“As an important City- 
building initiative, this rede- 
velopment will drive 
tourism, create jobs and 
boost economic growth, 
helping put (the city) on the 
international map.” 

Residents at community 
meetings previously 
brought up concerns over 
increased traffic density in 
the Old Port Credit Heritage 
Conservation District area, 
along with building heights 


and density. Feedback from 
the meetings, including one 
held at Clarke Hall earlier 
this year, informed the de- 
sign process. 

“Working collaboratively 
with the residents and key 
stakeholders has created a 
vision for this dynamic addi- 
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tion to our waterfront,” said 
Ward 1 councillor Stephen 
Dasko, who explained that 
he looked forward to addi- 
tional consultations as the 
development continues to 
evolve. 

Staff from the city will at- 
tend a Local Planning Ap- 
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peal Tribunal (LPAT) hear- 
ing on Aug. 7, when a final 
decision will be made on the 
project. If the project is ap- 
proved, construction could 
start as early as next year. 
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Protests punctuate “day of action” for legal aid in Peel 


by Catherine Soplet 


They were not present, 
but they were not forgotten. 

Injured workers were at 
the forefront of the provin- 
cial day of action taking 
place in Peel to protest 
against the cuts to Legal Aid 
Ontario. 

"Our friends cannot get 
here," said Annie Zhang, 
herself an injured worker 
with a claim pending appeal 
at the Workplace Safety & 
Insurance Board (WSIB). 


"Booking a WheelTrans ride 
ahead of time takes so long.” 

Zhang was one of over 50 
residents who filled the 
gazebo at Gage Park in 
Brampton to protest the 
cuts, organized by Dufferin 
North Peel, Dufferin Com- 
munity Legal Services and 
the Injured Workers Com- 
munity Legal Clinic 


(IWCLC) in Toronto. 
The protest was one of 
several activities being held 


throughout the day to bring 
light to the issue, including 
a town hall held Tuesday 
evening by Mississauga 
Community Legal Services 
at the Dixie Bloor Neigh- 
bourhood Centre, with local 
councillors Dipika Damerla 
and Chris Fonseca in atten- 
dance. 

Apart from plan-ahead 
scheduling, Zhang noted an- 
other barrier- injured 
workers without income can 


have a hard time coming up 
with transit fare. 

In a 30-minute blitz at 
Garden Square in Brampton, 
more than 70 signatures 
were obtained for a petition 
to ask the Ontario govern- 
ment to reverse its cuts to 
budgets. 

"These cuts along with a 
review of Legal Aid Ontario 
will destroy the system as it 
is known, making justice 
only available to those who 
can afford it," said Navi 
Aujla, a representitive from 
Workers' Action Centre, 
who was also present at 
Tuesday;s protest. 

"Rights are useless if you 
can't enforce them," Zhang 
added. 

Legal Aid staff have been 
laid off as a result of can- 
celled funding, said Sang- 
Hun Mun, a director at 
IWCLC. 

The impact of funding 
cuts has led to reduced of- 
fice hours, at a time when 
demand is at its highest. 

A mandate of Legal Aid 
Ontario (LAO) is to provide 


legal aid services by any 
method it considers appro- 
priate, including certifi- 
cates, staff offices, duty 
counsel, community legal 
clinics, public legal educa- 
tion, summary assistance, 
alternative dispute resolu- 
tion and self-help materials. 

First established in 1951, 
the current Legal Aid system 
was codified in 1998 under 
the Mike Harris govern- 
ment. 

Even if a resident has 
never directly used a legal 
aid clinic they have likely 
benefited from the work 
done by the program. 

In addition to individual 
representation, they do 
community legal education, 
organizing and law reform 
work, which funds fighting 
to change unjust laws. 

Clients without their own 
lawyer can also receive ad- 
vice and limited representa- 
tion from duty counsel 
lawyers at the courts and 
the housing tribunal. Advice 
lawyers are available in var- 
ious community locations. 


Brampton positioning itself as clean leader with electric buses 


Continued from Pg 1 


The project positions 
Brampton to establish the 
largest single global de- 
ployment of standardized 
and fully interoperable 
battery-electric buses and 
high-powered overhead 
on-route charging sys- 
tems, said Brampton 
Transit general manager 
Alex Milojevic. 

"The (trial) is a unique 
partnership model involv- 
ing multiple levels of gov- 
ernment, bus 
manufacturers, system 
integrators and funding 
partners collaborating in 
an unprecedented way on 
breakthrough technology 
to improve the environ- 
ment," said Milojevic, 
who noted that the transit 
provider is committed to 
promoting new and inno- 
vative solutions to pro- 
vide a__ high-quality 
service that reduces the 
City’s overall carbon foot- 
print and greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. Bramp- 
ton Transit currently op- 
erates 441 buses in its 
fleet, including 121 diesel- 


electric hybrid Ziim bus 
rapid transit buses. 

The new electric buses, 
which boast zero tailpipe 
emissions, will be 
launched on two existing 
conventional routes in 
Brampton: routes 23 San- 
dalwood and 26 Mount 
Pleasant. New overhead 
on-route charging sta- 
tions will be launched at 
the Mount Pleasant Vil- 
lage terminal, the Queen 
Street/Highway 50 Ziim 
station and the Sandal- 
wood Transit Facility. The 
entire project will cost an 
estimated $15.96 million. 

The buses will arrive on 
Brampton’s streets in late 


2020/early 2021, 
McKenna said. 
Monday’s announce- 


ment marks the moment 
Canada has become an 
unquestioned world 
leader in e-mobility, said 
Josipa Petrunic, executive 
Director and CEO of 
CUTRIC. "“This invest- 
ment launches the largest 
interoperable system in 
play with the most in- 
tense of high-power 
charging system on-route 


in Canada." 

CUTRIC will be collect- 
ing data from all of the 
electric buses and electric 
chargers in operation as 
part of the project in 
order to build a e-bus "big 
data trust" for Canadian 
municipalities in 2020. 

Brampton Mayor 


Patrick Brown, who was 
on-hand for the an- 
nouncement, said that a 
well-connected transit 
network is critical to 
building the city's posi- 
tion on Canada’s Innova- 
tion Corridor. 

"Today’s announcement 
will bring more Brampton 


Minister Catherine McKenna (seeond from left j 
with residents at a Brampton Transit stations 
consultations with members of the cofnmunif 


day morning. (Submitt@@ Photo) 
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innovation to the Corri- 
dor, and position Bramp- 
ton as a leader in 
sustainable transporta- 
tion. The new e-buses are 
a testament to Council’s 
commitment to reducing 
our carbon footprint and 
building a green city," said 
Brown. 
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him for the top chair 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

I used to be quite optimistic 
on federal NDP leader Jagmeet 
Singh's possibilities to be a pro- 
foundly influential figure in 
Canadian politics when he took 
the top job. 

Maybe I am a fan of Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton. I be- 
lieved Jagmeet would be an en- 
nobling, unifying figure 
representing the simplest of 
Canadian isms, able to build a 
broad consensus and build a 
big-tent party. 

The optimistic coalition of 
progressive voters put aside 
the various failings of Justin 
Trudeau and voted him and his 
Liberals into power in 2015. I 
wouldn't have voted for him 
myself since I disagree with 
him on the policy. However, I 
believed he could be an excel- 
lent political talent and should- 
n't be underestimated. 

I and many Canadians are 
wondering today, "Will Jag- 
meet Singh be Canada's next 
PM?" It's possible. 

The next federal election 
coming up in October, and of 
course a lot can happen before 
then. Justin Trudeau could 
stumble into any number of 
scandals or run into some kind 
of crisis that he can't manage, 
and Andrew Scheer could fail 
to capitalize on such an out- 


come, opening the door for 
NDP government. 

There are plenty of folks who 
think Trudeau is all style and 
no substance, coasting on his 
celebrity, and the current Con- 
servative Party has only existed 
for a decade and a half and has 
so far only enjoyed success 
under the personal aegis of 
Stephen Harper. 

Still, there are many likely 
paths for the NDP to win a ma- 
jority in Parliament. I don't 
want to predict the future, but 
generally speaking, I think it's 
helpful to consider the 2011 
and 2015 election results to see 
where those pathways may lie. 

Nationally, Canadians will 
not vote for the NDP as they 
would provincially. 

From 2015 until now, the 
Liberals would have to soil the 
bed completely and the Con- 
servatives’ next election plat- 
form would have to be a joke. 

Jagmeet is a polarizing figure 
at the helm of a party that has 
always been an also-ran. Jack 
Layton came closest, but not 
that close to even getting a mi- 
nority. 

All of the federal NDP gains 
in the last election, which were 
mainly in Quebec, were 
washed away and that level of 
support will not happen again. 


There is not much the NDP 
can do to overcome that - ex- 
cept come closer to the Liberals 
and the Conservatives. 

The chances are too slim and 
tight to entertain seriously. 

The NDP's chances were 
never too great, to begin with, 
but they have stumbled since 
then, and has only himself to 
be blamed for. 

As the rookie leader of a 
party that's never held power 
before, there was no room for 
mistakes, and he made many of 
them. He had years of experi- 
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ence as an MPP and deputy On- 
tario NDP leader, and he went 
to law university. Naturally, 
he's educated and smart, but 
his political savvy still has 
some way to go. 

He made the huge mistake of 
not running for a federal par- 
liament house seat, even 
warned by former NDP leader 
Thomas Mulcair, and decided 
to do so last year in a hand- 
picked BC riding. 

His other problems stem 
from his close ties with the 
pro-Khalistan activist Sikh 
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Singh’s promotion of separatism disqualifies 


groups. A prominent pro-sepa- 
ratist Sikh organization has 
been asking for an independent 
Sikh nation called Khalistan in 
India's Punjab state. 

He has repeatedly refused to 
denounce a Sikh terrorist mass 
murderer decorated as a mar- 
tyr saint by many Sikhs - prob- 
ably to avoid stepping on any 
toes in the Sikh community. 

Also, Jagmeet brought the 
motion at the Ontario Assem- 
bly in 2016 that described the 
1984 anti-Sikh riots as "geno- 
cide". 

Disregarding some possible 
parallels to the Quebec-sepa- 
ratist movement, that was a 
hard pill for at the very least 
the secular Quebecois, if not 
the entire Canadian popula- 
tion, to swallow. 

For years, even before enter- 
ing federal politics, Jagmeet has 
been on India's visa blacklist. 
India's a potential goldmine of 
trading opportunities for 
Canada, and Trudeau's already 
soured our relations with them 
for refusing to denounce Sikh 
terrorism. 

Speaking of Quebec, their 
current CAQ government has 
announced plans to go full 
steam ahead with a ban on 
public employees who repre- 
sent power, wearing religious 


symbols. How the NDP can 
gather enough support in their 
key battleground of Quebec in 
light of this is simply beyond 
me. 

As discerned by all of the re- 
spondents today, however, Jag- 
meet's promotion of 
separatism of our country 
Canada basically disqualifies 
him for the top chair, due to 
our historical problems with 
Quebec separatists. 

As Barack Obama said, 
"Peace is not merely the ab- 
sence of visible conflict. Only a 
just peace based on the inher- 
ent rights and dignity of every 
individual can truly be lasting." 

That's what we are looking 
for in the leader and the party 
— not the one who divides the 
party and the country - ruin its 
peace. Instead of defending the 
unity of the country, the NDP 
under the leadership of Jag- 
meet has no problem letting 
Quebec go because they will 
not vote for them. 

Canada needs a strong fed- 
eral government which insists 
that all of Canada be respected 
and that one province doesn't 
attempt to blackmail the rest of 
us. 
I'm not sure an NDP led by 
Jagmeet Singh is up to the task. 


PDN August 1, 2019 Layout 1 2019-08-03 7:28 AM Page 6 


GRAND OPENING 


Alton Village Pump Track 
August 3, 2019 


10 a.m. Opening Ceremonies 
10:15 a.m. Track Demo 
10:30 a.m. BBQ (until Noon) 


33 Station Street, Alton 
Access to the track is through the Alton Public Library parking lot 


Bring your bike and try out the track 
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Police seek missing 51 year-old 


Brampton man 


22 Division’s Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau is ask- 
ing for the public’s help 
locating a Brampton man 
who went missing this past 
weekend. 

On Sunday, July 28, at 
approximately 10 a.m., 51 
year-old John Saulan was 
last seen in the area of 
Rutherford Road and 
Queen Street in Brampton. 

Saulan is described as 
male, white, 578”, slim 


build and brown eyes. He 
was last seen wearing grey 


jeans, a light blue plaid 
shirt, a black hat and car- 
rying a black backpack. 

He is believed to be suf- 
fering from a medical con- 
dition that requires 
immediate medical atten- 
tion. Police and family are 
concerned for his well- 
being. 

Anyone who may have 
information on Saulan’s 
whereabouts is asked to 
contact 22 Division at 905- 
453-2121, ext. 2233. 
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Three drivers nabbed in 
Caledon safety blitz 


A trio of drivers have been 
charged after being caught 
by Caledon OPP over the 
weekend. 

The police service said 
Wednesday that the three 
drivers, who all reside in the 
GTA, were charged with im- 
paired driving. 

On Friday, officers stopped 
a 24 year-old Mississauga 
resident in the Bramalea and 
Mayfield Road area around 
11:15 p.m. 

The following day, a mo- 
torist travelling at unsafe 
speeds was nabbed in the 
Highway 10 area north of 
Charleston Side Road at 7:41 
a.m. The individual, a 37 
year-old Etobicoke resident, 
was also charged with sev- 
eral other offenses including 


driving without insurance 
and unsafe operation of a 
motor vehicle. 

On Sunday, July 28, a third 
driver was caught driving at 
reckless speed in the McE- 
wan Drive and Highway 50 
area around 6:12 p.m. 

The driver, a 39 year-old 
Caledon man, was arrested 
after officers found alcohol 
in his vehicle and driving 
impaired. 

The arrests are the latest 
in a series of unsafe drivers 
who have been caught trav- 
elling at excessive speeds. 

Earlier this month, one 
person was killed and five 
people were injured after a 
fatal collision near the 
Shaws Creek and Highpoint 
Road intersection. 
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Province announcess additional 
support for autism program 


The province is continu- 
ing to listen to families of 
children with autism and 
the Autism Advisory Panel 
to support families, the 
Ministerr of Children, 
Community and _ Social 
Services said during a 
press conference. 

Minister Todd Smith said 
Monday that the province 
is taking steps to provide 
continuity of service while 
giving the necessary time 
to work on the new pro- 
gram. 

The steps include: 

¢ Broadening the scope of 
the Autism Advisory Panel 
to develop recommenda- 
tions for a new, needs- 
based and_ sustainable 
program. The ministry is 
aiming for implementation 
of a new program by Apr. 1, 
2020. 

¢ Continuing services for 
families with existing be- 
haviour plans. Families 
will then be able to renew 
their plan for a second ex- 
tension of up to six 
months, at their current 


level of intensity, or less 
where clinically appropri- 
ate. 
¢« Continuing to issue 
childhood budgets as the 
government works toward 
its needs-based program. 
The province is currently 
investing an additional 
$278 million in the 
province's autism  pro- 
gram, bringing the total 
amount of funding to $600 
million annually. 
“Ensuring the Ontario 
Autism Program is needs- 
based will help families 
that require specialized 
care for their children. We 
must work together to pro- 
tect the sustainability of 
the program so that it can 
support children and fami- 
lies today and in the fu- 
ture.” said Mississauga 
Centre MPP Natalia 
Kusendova in a statement. 
“Tam glad we are work- 
ing with the Advisory 
Panel to find the best 
needs-based, efficient and 
long term solutions for 
families in Ontario.” 


Amber Alert controversy highlights critical service 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The recent controversy 
over the usage of the 
Amber Alert has cast a light 
on residents who complain 
that the alert is disruptive - 
and have gone so far as to 
call 9-1-1 to voice their 
complaints. 

Whenever there is a life 
and death emergency, a 
crime in progress or a per- 
son in danger, those calls 
are given a higher priority. 

Every second counts in 
an emergency. Don’t hesi- 
tate to contact 9-1-1 first 
during an emergency for 
police, fire or medical as- 
sistance. 

When reporting a fire, 
first get yourself and your 
family to a safe location be- 
fore calling 9-1-1. 

First and foremost, other 
than a tax or fee applied to 
all landline or cellular 
phone bills, there is no fee 
to call-9-1-1. In fact, 9-1-1 
can actually be called from 
a cell phone, even if it does- 
n’t have a plan. If the bat- 
tery is charged, it can 
access 9-1-1. 

If there is a crime in 
progress, then call 9-1-1. 
That doesn't mean com- 


plaining about a noisy 
party or a parking com- 
plaint - for those issues, 
you can call 3-1-1. If it re- 
lated to the police, call your 
local police service, such as 
Peel Regional Police. 

In a recent online post, 
Peel Police stated, “While 
we understand that a water 
leak from your refrigerator 
is concerning and annoy- 
ing, it's definitely not a call 
for 9-1-1, and no, we won't 
come and clean it up. In- 
stead, shut off the water 
and call a plumber.” 

The matter was also 
highlighted earlier this 
year during the Amber 
Alert issued for Riya Rajku- 
mar. 

Police issued the alert at 
11:36 p.m. on Feb. 14 over 
concerns for Riya’s safety. 
From that time until ap- 
proximately 3 p.m. on Feb. 
15, police received 208 calls 
through its 9-1-1 system. 43 
per cent of those calls were 
deemed to be a misuse of 
the system. 

"While many citizens 
called in with information 
they felt might assist the 
investigation, many mem- 


bers of the public deliber- 
ately called 9-1-1 to voice 
their displeasure at receiv- 
ing the Amber Alert at a 
such a later hour," a repre- 
sentative from Peel Police 
stated. Some other remarks 
were made to their call 
centre that night: 

¢ "No one can watch TV 
until this child is found. 
This will destroy our pro- 
gram, you can't take away 
TV completely, it has to be 
secondary." 

¢"You have an Amber 
Alert that I can't get off my 
TV." 

¢ "How can I make a com- 
plaint about you guys abus- 
ing the National 
Emergency System?" 

¢ "She's with her father, I 
don't think this is a na- 
tional emergency." 

¢ "This is an invasion of 
my privacy." 

¢ "We are trying to watch 
the Leaf game.” 

Additionally, a recent 
Amber Alert issued on July 
11 at 3 a.m. prompted 
dozens of calls to 9-1-1 op- 
erators by people com- 
plaining that the alert woke 
them up. 


There are many individu- 
als that understand not 
only the system, but the 
feeling of the people 
who’ve lost their loved 
ones. 

“Don't like the #Am- 
berAlert notification wak- 
ing you up? Turn your 
phone off at night. Oh, you 
leave it on in case of an 
emergency? You mean... 
like an amber alert? The 
system's not perfect, but it 
does work,” said Twitter 
user Taylor Renkema. 

Police have said in a re- 
cent report that misuse of 
the 9-1-1 system takes up 
time that could be devoted 
to real emergencies. 

Only contact 9-1-1 in an 
emergency. An emergency 
is any situation that re- 
quires immediate assis- 
tance from the police, fire 
or ambulance departments. 
If you are ever in doubt of 
whether a situation is an 
emergency, you should call 
9-1-1. It’s better to be safe 
and let the 9-1-1 call centre 
determine if you need 
emergency assistance. 

Many of the firefighters, 
paramedic, police officers 


can occasionally be frus- 
trated or annoyed at a false 
alarm, particularly if some- 
one is calling as a prank. 
About 70 per cent of calls 
are false alarms. 

In a non-emergency situ- 
ation where the safety of 
people or property is not at 
immediate risk, please use 
the following non-emer- 
gency Communication Cen- 
tre numbers: 


(Police) 
¢ Peel Regional Police: 
(905) 453-3311 


.» Taylor Renkema @ 


@taylorrenkema 


* Town of Caledon: (905) 
584-2241 

* Caledon Village: (519) 
927-3041 


(Fire Department) 

¢ Mississauga: (905) 456- 
5700 

¢ Brampton: (905) 456- 
5788 

¢ Caledon: (905) 584- 
2272 


(Paramedic Services) 


* Peel Region: (1-800) 
668-7821 


@ 


Don't like the #AmberAlert notification waking 
you up? Turn your phone off at night. Oh, you 
leave it on in case of an emergency? You 
mean... like an amber alert? 2 

The system's not perfect, but it does work. 
Also: What. If. It. Was. Your. Kid.#stopwhining 


#priorities 
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A “Focus” On The Integrity of Local News 


by Bruce Marshall 


Well, it's been an interest- 
ing week! 

Several days ago, Imadea 
complaint to the Brampton 
Integrity Commissioner 
with respect to the award- 
ing of a contract by the City 
of Brampton to Brampton 
Focus, a local political advo- 
cacy group. 

Yes, they may also be an 
amateur TV channel and a 
safety group, but politics is 
what they were founded on 
— and politics remains what 
drives them. 

I know there's some con- 
fusion over this organiza- 
tion. Are they media? Are 
they about safety? No - 
they’re about politics, first 
and foremost. 

Brampton Focus stepped 
up with their TV service 
when Rogers Cable axed 
their local cable channel. I 
applaud their efforts, in 
fact. In that respect, I hate 
to have to make my com- 
plaint. 

However, the more resi- 
dents like me looked at the 
issue, the more we saw 
what was wrong with it - 
and what needed to be re- 
viewed. 

In the view of many - sev- 
eral of our council rules 
have been broken in the zeal 
to get this things passed. 
(Details are in the complaint 
and supporting documents.) 

I should also say that I 
have no axe to grind with 
most of the councillors. I 
consider most friends. I 
hope we can remain friends. 

I don't have an issue with 
any councillor - just with 
the way this was done - and 


the appearances out of it. 

We not only need to do 
things in an above board 
manner - they need to be 
seen to be done in an above 
board manner. My ques- 
tions to the Integrity Com- 
missioner deal with both. 

However, in this column, I 
want to address one of the 
issues that I think is central 
to the larger issue - what 
services are Brampton 
Focus providing? 

Is Brampton Focus like 
the audio-video club in 
school? Remember the 
geeky kids in high school 
who knew how to run pro- 
jectors and mixing boards 
and cameras - I was one of 
them. 

Is that what Brampton 
Focus is? I don't think so. 

Are they a fair and impar- 
tial citizen news organiza- 
tion that dispassionately 
and objectively covers 
“news” in Brampton? Well, 
demonstrably, they are not 
that. Here's how we'd test 
that: 

Who is the most news- 
worthy of the Brampton 
councillors outside the 
Mayor? That's easy. The an- 
swer is Charmaine 
Williams. 

When you Google “Char- 
maine Williams Brampton,” 
in the news category, you 
get back over a hundred 
hits. There was the gun buy- 
back issue and pot shops. 

Remember the bricks? It 
was all great, very news- 
worthy political theatre! 
She's been all over the news 
- to the delight and displeas- 
ure of many. 


women who were walk- 


Charmaine Williams 
shows up a total of twice in 
searches on the Brampton 
Focus website. 

Yet, she is all over CTV 
and CBC and CITY and The 
Toronto Star and The Globe 
and Mail. News directors of 
these big corporate news 
organizations that run on 
strict journalistic principles 
find her newsworthy and 
compelling and someone 
they just HAVE to cover. 

Brampton Focus? Twice. 

It's pretty easy to see that 
Ms. Williams is not one of 
their pals they wanted to 
promote. She's on a black- 
list. But if they were about 
news - she'd be all over 
their site, too. 

I could cite other exam- 
ples - but I'd say that this 
pretty conclusively illus- 
trates that Brampton Focus 
is not a Brampton news or- 
ganization - no matter how 
loosely you interpret the 
word “news” or “journalist.” 

So this begs the question — 
what is Brampton Focus? I 
have to conclude - based on 
over 40 years of experience 
in broadcasting, entertain- 
ment and media - that 
Brampton Focus as a TV 
channel, is a propaganda or- 
ganization. 

They point their camera at 
what they want to promote 
— not what objective jour- 
nalistic principles tells them 
to cover. 

This should be no surprise 
— because I don't think any- 
one at Brampton Focus has 
any journalistic training. 
They don't have objectivity. 

They have - an agenda. 


It's a fairly open secret that 
Brampton Focus supports 
some people by giving them 
coverage - and “un-sup- 
ports” others by starving 
them of coverage. You need 
only look at their archive to 
see who they do support 
and who they don't. 

Thus I have to submit - 
I'm not sure we need a 
propaganda channel at the 
cost of over a quarter mil- 
lion tax dollars a year. 

Brampton is part of the 
Peel Region “Media Desert.” 
We're 1.5 million people 
with very little media for 
our size. We have to be care- 
ful about what we accept as 
“news.” Especially if WE are 
going to fund it! 

What makes you a “news” 
organization is not that you 
can produce content that 
looks like news. It's that you 
follow journalistic princi- 
ples of objectivity and im- 
partially. 

Standing in front of a 
camera with a microphone 
doesn't make you a journal- 
ist. Brampton Focus has 
never been about promoting 
a discussion. They've al- 
ways been about promoting 
a particular point of view. 
That's not a “news” service. 

If we're going to have a 
“Brampton Channel,” that 
needs to be much more like 
— say - the Parliamentary 
Channel that fairly and im- 
partially covers parliament. 

What we don't need is 
something like Doug Ford's 
“Ontario News Now” prop- 
aganda channel that comes 
up for so much criticism. 

There were inevitable 


comparisons with Bramp- 
ton Safe City (BSC) with re- 
spect to this hydra headed 
beast that Brampton Focus 
is. 

But we know that BSC 
never advocated one way or 
another for say, a Light 
Rapid Transit system. We 
know that BSC didn't spend 
it's time promoting one po- 
litical candidate over an- 
other. Even though the 
executive director was mar- 
ried to one! It was just 
about safety. 

The same can't be said 
about Brampton Focus. In- 
deed, the problem with 
Brampton Focus - is a lack 
of focus. 

It has to be said, too - BSC 
was led by one of the fore- 
most safety experts in the 
country: Larry Zacker. Peo- 
ple still come to Larry for 
advice on safety programs. 
In the days before BSC was 
shuttered, they hosted a del- 
egation from China, from a 
city where they were going 
to do exactly the same pro- 
gram that we shuttered here 
in Brampton. 

Brampton Safe City was 
well known and a model for 
other cities. It was a shining 
example of Brampton lead- 
ing the way. 

If we were looking for the 
most qualified person to run 
a safety program in Canada 
— we have him right here - 
Larry Zacker. 

Now, lest anyone think 
that this is about promoting 
Larry for this - it isn't. I 
spoke to Larry about it. 

After the defamation and 
slander that Larry went 


through with the Brampton 
Safe City debacle, it's pretty 
safe to say that Larry 
wouldn't walk across the 
street to save Brampton's 
life now. If he could spit that 
far - he might. 

However, if there was an 
request for proposal process 
for safety programming - 
Larry would certainly be the 
most qualified applicant in 
Brampton. 

With what I know about 
what Larry knows - for the 
good of the city I'd be over 
there trying to talk him into 
applying. 

So, there evaporates any 
idea that there isn't any 
competition for safety pro- 
gram delivery in Brampton. 

If Brampton Focus is re- 
ally just the promotions arm 
for the sitting councillors - 
if it's really just “Brampton 
"News' Now” - why are we 
paying for it out of tax dol- 
lars? 

In this context - it's NOT 
a service to ME, the tax 
payer. It's a service to the 
campaign of all those sitting 
councillors toward their 
next campaign. 

You and I shouldn't be 
paying for that. At funding 
annualized of $300,000 a 
year - that's almost a mil- 
lion dollar donation that 
you and I are paying toward 
their re-election in 2022. 

I don't think we should be 
footing that bill. What do 
YOU think? 


Mississauga man under arrest for indecent act 


A 27 year-old Missis- 
sauga resident is under 
arrest in connection 
with an indecent act 
that occurred over the 
weekend. 

Investigators from the 
12 Division Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau 
made the arrest after 
the incident, which 
took place around 10:12 
a.m. in the City Centre 
Drive and Duke of York 
Boulevard area. 

An investigation re- 
vealed that a man had 
driven up to several 


ing in the parking lot 
area of the shopping 
center and exposed his 
genitals to them, in a 
sexual manner. The 
man is described as 
Middle Eastern with a 
thin build, short dark 
hair, a beard, wearing 
glasses and driving a 
silver Honda Civic. 

The man, who was 
not identified by name 
as of press time, was 
arrested and charged 
with two counts of an 
indecent act. 


He will be attending 
court next month to an- 
swer to the charges - a 
set date was not given. 

Investigators are 
looking for any further 
victims to come for- 
ward and are asking 
anyone with informa- 
tion in relation to these 
incidents or _ believe 
they have had a similar 
encounter involving 
this man is asked to 
contact investigators at 
905-453-2121, ext. 
1233. 
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Education Minister touts young talent at new centre 


by Alex Gregory 


It was a star-studded af- 
fair Tuesday morning as 
the region’s newest child- 
care centre celebrated its 
grand opening with a host 
of community advocates 
and provincial representa- 
tives. 

Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce was on-hand 
to mark the grand opening 
of the EarlyON Child Care 
Centre at the corner of 
Dundas Street and Camilla 
Road, followng an an- 
nouncement last week in 
Brampton that the province 
would be targeting addi- 
tional funding to kickstart 
the expansion of childcare 
spaces and local facilities. 

“We’ve come full circle... 
we're doing everything we 
can to nurture young talent 
in this country,” said Lecce 
about the new centre, 
which unofficially opened 
in May and is touted as the 
first residential centre in 
the area. 


There are currently 66 
EarlyON sites in the region, 
which offer free drop-in 
childcare services for fam- 
ilies with children aged o- 
6. Parents can also access 
early years services such as 
drop-in programs and mo- 
bile resources. 

The programs are a great 
resource for families who 
want to access affordable 
child care services and pro- 
grams, said Peel Region 
Chair Nando Iannicca. 

“These programs are 
helping children succeed 
because it gives them the 
best tools for their develop- 
ment,” said Iannicca, who 
explained during the event 
that the new centre fits in 
with the region’s long-term 
goals on childcare service 
expansion. 

The region is aiming to 
add 10 more centres to the 
local area by Dec. 2020, 
Iannicca said. 

The centres also reflect 


the uniqueness of the com- 
munities they operate in, 
said Child Development Re- 
source Connection Peel 
president Kathy Wallace, 
who thanked the Minister 
for supporting the initia- 
tive. 

“The Minister has seen 
the valuable work we’re 
doing in Peel... it increases 
opportunities for families 
to be empowered and con- 
nected,” she said. 

Lecce previously stated 
that the province is aiming 
build up to 10,000 new 
childcare spaces in schools, 
said Lecce. 

“(We are) taking decisive 
action to ensure students 
have safe and modern 
learning environments that 
enable their success in the 
classroom, in life, and in 
the labour market," he said 
during last week’s an- 
nouncement in Brampton. 


; 


Trilltum joins new cross-country health network 


A local hospital is partner- 
ing with multiple healthcare 
providers to offer new solu- 
tions for some of the coun- 
try’s biggest health 
problems. 

Trillium Health Partners is 
one of ten major healthcare 
providers who will be taking 
part in the new initiative, 
called the Coordinated Ac- 
cessible National (CAN) 
Health Network, the federal 
minister for small business 
and export announced Mon- 
day. 

“The integrated market is 
an innovative approach sup- 
porting technology develop- 
ment and business growth,” 
said Minister Mary Ng, who 
explained that the network 
is an integrated market 
comprised of the country’s 
leading healthcare institu- 
tions, who will partner with 
small and medium-sized 
medical tecehnology compa- 
nies to develop new health- 
care solutions. 

Trillium will lead the coor- 
dination of other healthcare 


providers, including Sick- 
Kids Hospital, Sunnybrook 
Health Science Centre, Sinai 
Health System and others, 
to streamline access to more 
customized technology, 
while driving growth and 
prosperity among Canadian 
healthcare companies. 

The federal government is 
supporting the project, 
which includes $7 million in 
investments from partners 
in Ontario and Western 
Canada. 

“Through easy access to a 
large, consolidated domestic 
marketplace, companies will 
scale up and be anchored in 
Canada, commercializing 
technologies that can be ex- 
ported around the world,” 
said Ng. 

By working together, com- 
panies will build market- 
ready products alongside 
health care organizations, 
which will allow Canadian 
companies to compete on a 
global scale. 

The inaugural regions of 
the network will include On- 


tario and Western Canada, 
with plans to span across 
the nation, from coast-to- 
coast. 

Through this Canada-first 
approach to_ technology 
adoption, the CAN Health 
Network will give health- 
care organizations stream- 
lined access to more 
customized technology, 
while driving growth and 
prosperity among Canadian 
health care companies and 
within the economy. 

"Innovative Canadian 
companies are working hard 
to develop and commercial- 
ize the next great health 
technologies that could bet- 
ter treat Canadian patients, 
fight diseases, and ulti- 
mately save lives. Our gov- 
ernment is proud to support 
this vital work,” said Inno- 
vation Minister Navdeep 
Bains, during the announce- 
ment, which was held in 
Mississauga. 

“Bringing together this 
national network will en- 
able better knowledge shar- 


ing, stronger collaboration, 
and the faster development 
of new technologies and 
treatments. “ 

Bains’ comments were 
echoed by Trillium Health 
partners chief of staff, and 
CAN Network Lead, Dr. 


Dante Morra, who said the 
project is very ambitious. 
“By bringing together 
Canadian companies with 
leading health care organi- 
zations, we will be able to 
solve real challenges being 
experienced across the 


country. This will ensure 
our already strong Canadian 
technology companies are 
able to scale proven, market 
ready products across 
Canada and own the multi- 
billion dollar global 
MedTech industry.” 
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Mississauga’s Main Street goes modern 


More than $667,000 is 
being invested into work to 
revitalize Mississauga’s 
“main streets”, the city an- 
nounced Tuesday. 

Representatives from the 
city’s four major Business 
Improvement Associations 
(BIAs) - Malton, Streetsville, 
Clarkson and Port Credit - 


were present for the an- 
nouncement at the Port 
Credit Village Square, which 
now boasts enhanced sig- 
nage, upgraded waste/recy- 
cling bins and _ flowers, 
among other improvements. 

The funds were granted 
through the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario 


Garbage 


(AMO)as_ part of the 
province’s Main Street Revi- 
talization Initiative. 

The priority projects that 
received funding were de- 
cided through consultations 
with ward councillors and 
the BIAs, said community 
services commissioner Paul 
Mitcham. 


Port Credit 


Recycling 


Thank you 
for keeping our 


“Continued partnerships 
with our BIAs are impera- 
tive in order to enhance our 
streetscapes and drive eco- 
nomic success,” said 
Mitcham, who added that 
the enhancement will help 
attract residents and visitors 
to local neighbourhoods, 
while benefiting the small 


business community. The 
funding is being distributed 
amongst the four BIAs, as 
well as the city’s downtown 
core. The new waste recep- 
tacles in Port Credit were 
the first beautification proj- 
ect to be completed. 
Program guidelines state 
that the funding must apply 
to work that has been en- 
dorsed through a Commu- 
nity Improvement Plan or 
municipal physical infra- 
structure priorities that in- 


volves construction, 
renewal, renovation or rede- 
velopment. 


The City is not required to 
contribute or match funding 
for the initiative, and will 
have until Mar. 2020 to use 
the funding. 

“It’s important that we 
continue to invest in en- 
hancing these thriving pock- 
ets in our city for the benefit 
of residents, tourists and 
local businesses,” — said 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“Small businesses help 
empower and _ strengthen 
our neighbourhoods, create 
jobs and support the growth 
of our economy. These in- 
vestments will help boost 
the BIA’s efforts to draw 


tourism, promote small 
businesses and attract in- 
vestment.” 

In a statement, provincial 
agricultural minister Ernie 


Hardeman congratulated 
the city on receiving the 
funding. 


“Vibrant main streets in 
Mississauga help attract vis- 
itors, create jobs and in- 
crease the competitiveness 
of small businesses, which 
are the backbone of our 
communities,” said Harde- 
man. “The Main Street Revi- 
talization Initiative helps 
communities enhance and 
revitalize main streets and 
demonstrates that Ontario is 
open for business.” 

The Main Street Revital- 
ization Initiative provides 
$26 million in funding to 
help municipal governments 
undertake main street revi- 
talization activities that sup- 
port and benefit small 
businesses. 

All municipalities are eli- 
gible for funding and the 
funding formula was estab- 
lished without the need for 
an application or matching 
funds. 


Canon Canada announces 
multi-year e-sports partnership 


Brampton’s Canon Canada 
announced earlier this week 
that it has inked a multi-year 
partnership with a major e- 
sports and entertainment or- 
ganization. 

The imaging provider is 
partnering with OverActive- 
Media, which owns teams in 
three of the largest fran- 
chised e-sports leagues in the 
world. 

Canon will be sponsoring 
the Toronto Defiant, a team 
that plays in the Overwatch 
League, one of the premiere 
professional esports leagues 
that features franchised 
teams from major cities 
around the world. 

The partnership will name 
Canon listed as the official 
camera provider until the end 
of 2021, utilizing the com- 
pany’s equipment to both 
capture photo and video as- 
sets of the team for the cur- 
rent and upcoming 
Overwatch League seasons 
through 2021, as well as cap- 
ture the players as they com- 
pete through live video 
streaming. 

"The esports industry is ex- 
periencing some tremendous 


growth, including here in 
Canada, and we're so excited 
to be partnering with Canon 
who is known worldwide for 
its quality products and pre- 
mium reputation," OverActive 
Media’s vice-president of 
global partnerships, Tyler 
Keenan, said Monday. 

From occasional viewers to 
gamers and esports enthusi- 
asts, the total audience is pre- 
dicted to reach 443 million by 
the end of 2019 and 596 mil- 
lion by 2021, with North 
America generating 37 per 
cent of global esports rev- 
enues. 

"With Canon being a world- 
wide leader in imaging, we 
felt this was a natural fit for 
our brand and products," said 
Justin Lam, senior vice presi- 
dent and GM of the Imaging 
Technologies and Communi- 
cations Group at Canon 
Canada. 

As part of the partnership, 
Canon will also become the 
official sponsor of a new 
Toronto Defiant "Behind the 
Lens" photo and video con- 
tent series and contest so that 
fans can enjoy behind-the- 
scenes content. 


Caledon comes up short in new 
driver’s insurance report 


Caledon and Orangeville 
have “topped” the list of the 
province’s worst cities for 
drivers with a ticket, a new 
report released last week 
states. 

The report, distributed by 
InsuranceHotline.com, out- 
lines Ontario’s worst cities 
for drivers who have had a 
collision, ticket or both. 

9.4 per cent of drivers in 
Orangeville had at least one 
at-fault crash and one ticket 
on their record, while 15 per 
cent of Caledon drivers ad- 
mitted to having at least one 
ticket. 

"By looking at driving pat- 
terns across Ontario, we 
wanted to remind Canadians 
that a driving record is a sig- 
nificant factor in determin- 
ing insurance premiums," 
said a spokeswoman from 
the insurance provider, Anne 
Marie Thomas. 

"Even one collision or 
ticket on your record can in- 
crease premiums by as much 
as five per cent for one 


minor ticket and 30 per cent 
for one accident." 

The report was generated 
using insurance quotes from 
2018 and 2019, with ana- 
lysts looking at the details 
entered by car insurance 
shoppers to calculate the 
highest averages in three 
categories: tickets, at-fault 
collisions, or both, on a dri- 
ver's record. 

The figures include infrac- 
tions and collisions that 
drivers admitted having 
while comparing quotes and 
could have occurred in their 
hometown or anywhere 
their travels have taken 
them. 

"Ontarians with poor driv- 
ing history usually pay high 
insurance rates," said 
Thomas, "and these high 
rates will affect them for 
years to come." 

Conversely, North York, 
Toronto and East York took 
home the “Best Cities in On- 
tario” for clean driving 
records.To be included in the 


study a minimum of 1,000 
quotes for each community 
were required. 

Location, insurance _his- 
tory, the type of car driven, 
and a_ person's driving 


record are key factors in de- 


termining auto insurance 
rates. Traffic ticket convic- 
tions affect insurance rates 
for at least three years and 
accidents stay on record for 
at least six. 
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New rail service announced Ontario Providing More Tools for Police 
for local highways 


Highway 401 just got a 
bit busier. 

The province’s associate 
minister of transportation, 
Kinga Surma, announced 
Monday that rail tunnels 
will be built under High- 
ways 401 and 409 to help 
alleviate congestion for 
commuters travelling along 
the Kitchener corridor. 

“(We are) building better 
public transit for com- 
muters in the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton 
Area," Surma said during 
the announcement. 

"The new rail tunnels will 
allow us to add more trains 
and more service to the 
Kitchener Line, bringing us 
one step closer to two-way, 
all-day service along the 
Kitchener GO line." 

The project includes con- 
struction of two rail tun- 
nels under Highways 401 
and 409 to accommodate 
two additional tracks, fu- 
ture signaling and commu- 
nications infrastructure. 

The twin tunnels are 
being constructed under- 
neath 21 live lanes of the 
highways, one of the 
busiest sections of highway 


in North America. 

Toronto Tunnel Partners 
is the project consortium 
building the tunnels. The 
project is expected to be 
completed by late 2021. 
The value of the contract is 
approximately $116.9 mil- 
lion. 

"Constructing under one 
of the busiest stretches of 
highway is no easy task, 
but by working with 
Toronto Tunnel Partners, 
we are excited to use inno- 
vative engineering tech- 
niques for tunnelling that 
will allow us to bring more 
trains and more service to 
customers faster, giving 
them the service they need 
to get them to where they 
need to go," said Metrolinx 
executive vice-president 
Stephanie Davies. 

This project is part of the 
work already underway to 
support the province's GO 
Rail Expansion program 
that will improve and ex- 
pand GO train service into 
a two-way, all-day rapid 
transit service every 15 
minutes on core segments 
of the GO Rail network. 
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by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


When a loved one goes 
missing, swift action is criti- 
cal. 

That’s why our government 
is providing police with more 
tools to quickly respond to 
adult missing persons inves- 
tigations across the province. 

The Missing Persons Act 
came into force on July 1 with 
strong support from thep- 
olicing community, families 
and advocates. 

In 2018, almost 7,500 
adults were reported missing 
to police in Ontario. Police 
and family members tell us 
that the first hours after a 
loved one goes missing are 
the most critical. 

With this new legislation in 
force, police across the 
province will have additional 
tools to find adult missing 
persons during time-sensi- 
tive investigations. 

This legislation provides 
police with three new tools to 
use in cases where there is no 
evidence a crime has been 
committed. 

The first tool allows police 
to obtain a court order to ac- 
cess certain information that 
may assist in a search. 

This could include personal 
health information, such as 
hospital records, or tele- 
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phone and other electronic 
communications. 

The second tool allows po- 
lice to obtain a court order to 
allow entry into a premises 
to search for a missing per- 
son, and the third tool en- 
ables police to make an 
urgent demand for records 
without a court order in cer- 
tain urgent circumstances. 

Each of these tools will 
help police find our loved 
ones. While these tools will 
assist police in missing per- 
sons investigations, our gov- 
ernment also understands 
that not every person who 
goes missing wants to be 
found. 

To strike this delicate bal- 
ance, the legislation has built 
in safeguards to protect indi- 
vidual privacy. 

These safeguards include 
setting a high bar for access- 
ing records or search war- 
rants. 

Furthermore, police and 
the courts must also consider 
carefully any privacy issues 
that may arise. 

This includes evidence that 
a person does not wish to be 
found and guidelines on what 
information police may dis- 
close about a missing person 
after they have been located. 


In Ontario, there is a differ- 
ent process for police investi- 
gations into missing 
children. 

One of police officers’ es- 
sential tools is an AMBER 
Alert, which can be issued in 
certain urgent instances to 
reach Ontarians across the 
province in an effort to help 
police find missing children. 

Recently, we have heard re- 
ports that the public is using 
9-1-1 as a platform to com- 
plain about Amber Alert noti- 
fications. Complaining about 
receiving an Amber Alert is 
more than just insensitive - 
it’s dangerous. People who 
use 9-1-1 as a complaint’s 
hotline are taking up critical 
emergency resources. 


When a child goes missing, 
we all have a role to play. 
Many children have been lo- 
cated as a direct result of 
Amber Alerts - but it only 
works if everyone receives 
these alerts. 

The bottom line is simple: 
a missing child is an emer- 
gency. 

That’s why I continue to 
urge individuals not to waste 
our emergency resources to 
complain about this essential 
tool. 

If you have any questions 
about the new Missing Per- 
sons legislation, please call 
my office at 1-800-265-1603 
or visit sylviajonesmpp.ca. 
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Knights host 10-team tournament as regular 
NBDL season ends 


The Ivy Leafs take 
on the Clearview 
Orioles during a 
North Dufferin Base- 
ball League 
matchup on July 24, 
2019. (Photo by 
David Anderson) 


The post-season for the 
senior division of the North 
Dufferin Baseball League 
has arrived, with the New 
Lowell Knights set to host 
their annual Civic Holiday 
weekend tournament Aug. 
3-5 at the New Lowell park. 

The Knights recently re- 
leased the 10-team sched- 
ule, with play beginning 
this Saturday at 9 a.m. 

Creemore and New Low- 
ell will meet in the first 
game, while Mansfield and 
Orangeville play at 11 a.m. 

Lisle faces Niagara Falls 
at 1 p..m. and Bolton Brew- 
ers meet Welland at 3 p.m. 
The final game of the day at 
5 pm. is between 
Clearview and Merritton. 

Play resumes Sunday at 9 
a.m. with another five 
games throughout the day. 

On Monday, the consola- 
tion final is set for 11:30 
a.m. and the championship 
game at 2 p.m. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed the posting of sched- 


ules for the senior division 
playoffs, with games run- 
ning through this month 
into September. 

In Round One, the first- 
place Bolton Brewers (20- 
5-0) will face off against 
the Creemore Braves in the 
best-of-five series, with 
games taking place on Aug. 
7, 9, 11, 13, 14 and (if nec- 
essary) 16. Bolton games 
will be played at the North 
Hill Diamond #1. 

The other matchups in- 
clude the Ivy Leafs vs. Lisle 
Astros, New Lowell Knights 
vs. Midland Mariners and 
the Clearview Orioles vs. 
Ivy Rangers. 

In other news, the Or- 
angeville Giants senior club 
has been suspended from 
further play. 

During a July 20 game in 
Clarksburg, the Orangeville 
Giants forfeited a game and 
were suspended from fur- 
ther play as per league pol- 
icy, as it was a second 
forfeit in the same season. 


Games the Giants were 
supposed to play earlier 
this month were postponed 
as the Orangeville team 
filed an appeal to the exec- 
utive. 

The executive met with 
representatives of Or- 
angeville on July 22 to re- 
view and discuss the appeal 
along with other docu- 
ments pertaining to the sit- 
uation. 

Following much delibera- 
tion, the executive unani- 
mously confirmed the 
suspension as the Or- 
angeville protest centred 
on two items of which 
could not be protested. 

As per the league bylaws, 
the first or only game 
played against the Giants 
will be counted towards 
stats for other teams. 

For full playoff schedules, 
visit the North Dufferin 
Baseball League website at 
ndbl.ca. 


Mississauga’s “Obrissy” nabs 
coveted contract with Raptors 


Oshae Brissett is heading 
home. 

The Mississauga native 
and former Syracuse Or- 
ange player has been signed 
to an Exhibit 10 contract 
with the Toronto Raptors, 
the organization announced 
last week. 

Brissett, who stands 6- 
foot-8, 210 pounds, aver- 
aged 12.4 points, 7.5 
rebounds and 33.0 minutes 
in 34 games at Syracuse last 
season. He scored in double 
figures 23 times and posted 
seven double-doubles. 

Brissett played two sea- 
sons (2017-19) with the Or- 
ange, posting averages of 
13.7 points, 8.2 rebounds 
and 35.7 minutes in 71 ca- 
reer contests. He was 
named to the ACC All-Fresh- 
man Team in 2017-18. 

On the international 
stage, Brissett helped 


Canada earn a silver medal 
at the 2016 FIBA Americas 
U18 Championship in Chile, 
averaging 16.4 points, 7.8 
rebounds and 27.6 minutes 
in five games. 

The terms of the Exhibit 
10 contract mean that Bris- 
sett will attend the team’s 


training camp with the pos- 
sibility to make the team. 
Should Brissett fail to make 
the team, he will instead 
play for the Raptors G 
League affiliate, which 
plays out of Mississauga’s 
Paramount Fine Foods Cen- 
tre. 


Global T20 hits record viewership 


Following its debut sea- 
son in 2018, Global T20 
Canada has arrived bigger, 
better and stronger this 
year. Season 2 saw a surge 
in viewership of 12 times 
more viewers from last 
year’s opening match com- 
pared to viewers world- 
wide in this year’s opening 
match, while in-person at- 
tendance reached almost 
full-house in the 5,000-seat 
stadium. 

“Tt was wonderful to see 
so much enthusiasm and 
support, and an almost full 
house at our opening 
match. We project that at 
least 100,000 tickets will be 
sold by the time we reach 
the finals, which signifi- 
cantly surpasses last year,” 
said Gurmeet Singh, chair- 
man of the tournament, 
earlier this week. 

This year, the tournament 
debuted the GT20 Official 
Mobile App on Android iOS 
to create a new fan experi- 


ence with forward thinking 
social technology. The or- 
ganizers project that with 
this mobile app, viewership 
will be leveraged to over 1 
billion people world wide. 
With the tournament 


being broadcasted on TV to 
67 countries outside of 
Canada, and with the use of 
the mobile app, the organiz- 
ers aspire to make GT20 the 
second most watched and 
socially engaged sporting 


event on all platforms, 
across the globe. 

The tournament runs 
through Aug. 11 at the 
newly-built 5,000-seat 
cricket grounds at the CAA 
Sports Centre, located at 
7575 Kennedy Road South 
in Brampton. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit the 
tournament website at 
gt20.ca. 
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Cracking Knuckles and Arthritis: Fact or Myth? 


by Dr. J. Alex Coulson 


When I was growing 
up, my grandmother 
would always complain 
and sometimes scream at 
me when I would crack 
and pop my knuckles. 

She would always tell 
me it was going to give 
me arthritis and I would 
have aches and pains like 
her. 


As you have it, about 20 
years later my career is 
built on “cracking” peo- 
ple’s joints. Was my 
grandma right that crack- 
ing your joints will give 
you arthritis? Who knew 
I would join a registered 
medical profession that 
made money on giving 
people arthritis? 


The plain and simple 
answer is No! Cracking 
your joints does not give 
you arthritis. 

Let me first address 
what that popping or 
cracking noise you hear is 
when you crack your 
knuckles. 

The medical term for 
the popping or cracking 
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noise you hear is called a 
cavitation. The cavitation 
is caused by a change of 
pressure within the joint. 

This change in pressure 
causes bubbles inside the 
fluid in your joints to 
pop. The fluid is called 
synovial fluid, and it is 
important for lubricating 
our joints. 

Now that we _ under- 
stand what a cavitation 
is, let’s address the issue 
of - is this bad for you? 

The cavitation is in fact 
not bad for you. It can 
even be considered a 
good thing for your 
health, if done correctly. 

When the cavitation oc- 
curs, it causes turnover 
and movement within the 
synovial fluid, actually 
helping lubricate the 
joint. When you see a chi- 
ropractor, and they per- 
form a manipulation of 
your spine or other joints 
they are doing the same 
concept. 

You often will hear a 
cavitation when a chiro- 


practor performs a ma- 
nipulation, as they are 
applying a force to a joint 
and this will cause that 
pressure change inside 
that joint, although that 
is not always what the 
chiropractor is looking 
for. 

Chiropractors are look- 
ing to make sure that op- 
timal motion is occurring 
within the joints and will 
manipulate the necessary 
joints to provide that op- 
timal motion. The cavita- 
tion is just an added 
bonus. 

Although cracking your 
knuckles does not cause 
arthritis, cracking your 
joints can still be harmful 
if done incorrectly. It is 
recommended you not 
crack your friends’ backs, 
necks and joints or have 
them crack yours. 

Incorrect manipulation 
of a joint can cause fur- 
ther injury as well as 
some studies have shown 
it can actually affect your 
grip strength long term. 


Chiropractors are 
trained medical profes- 
sionals that have under- 
gone many classroom 
hours as well as practical 
training in assessing, di- 
agnosing and treating the 
body. 

They are highly edu- 
cated individuals and can 
determine the right treat- 
ment options for you to 
reduce and rid yourself of 
pain. 

So next time someone 
tells you cracking your 
knuckles will cause you 
arthritis, you can inform 
them that it is a myth, 
but let them know that 
cavitation can weaken 
grip strength. 


Thanks for reading and 
Stay Healthy! 


Dr. J. Alex Coulson, DC, 
MsHAPI 

Chiropractor- Core Op- 
timum Health Centre 

(416) 613-8110 

thinkcore.ca 
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Brampton gets jazzed for annual festival 


Thanks to a growing local 
audience and appetite for 
jazz music, the third annual 
World of Jazz Festival re- 
turns to Downtown Bramp- 
ton on Sep. 6 & 7, presented 
by B-Jazzed. 

The two-day festival will 
host a total of 16 ensembles, 
featuring more than 100 
musicians, with nearly 50 
per cent of all musicians and 
ensembles either originally 
from, or residing in Bramp- 
ton. 

The festival kicks off on 
Friday, Sep. 6 in the Rose 
Theatre with the 18-time 
GRAMMY = award-winning 
Count Basie Orchestra, 
swinging the night away 
with their classic arrange- 
ments of songs like “Shiny 
Stockings” , “Lil’ Darlin’”, 
and tunes from their song- 
book, which for years made 
them the accompanying or- 
chestra to Frank Sinatra, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Tony 
Bennett, as well as insti- 
tuted their sound as a time- 
less American standard. 

Tickets start at $61, and 
can be purchased through 
the Rose Theatre website 
(rosetheatre.ca). 

All day, free programming, 
commences on Saturday, 
Sep. 7, where Garden 
Square plays host to two 


stages, running from 1:30 - 
11 p.m., featuring an eclectic 
mix of jazz interpretations 
by some of Canada’s best 
musicians, as well as local, 
emerging talent from 
Brampton. 

From 1:30 - 5 p.m., Vivian 
Lane will host local music 
vendor Long & McQuade, 
with its interactive musical 
instrument demonstration 
area, as well as a Family 
Zone, which will feature 
free activities including face 
painters, costume character 
meet and greets, and more. 

Then, from 5 - 9 p.m., the 
Vivian Lane Community 
Stage kicks-off, which will 
showcase student led en- 
sembles and emerging 
artists. 

Restaurants such as J.Red 
& Co., will host ‘Dinner Jazz’ 
from 6 - 9 p.m., led by pi- 
anist Anthony D’Alessandro 
and Friends, and Wendel 
Clark’s Classic Grill and Bar 
will host a late-night jam 
session, a popular, annual 
tradition, beginning at 11 
p.m. and extending into the 
wee hours of the morning. 

The festival will also 
showcase a wide variety of 
jazz interpretations, includ- 
ing bebop, blues, funk, fu- 
sion, Latin jazz, soul jazz, 
Indo-jazz fusion, and a large 


dose of _ straight-ahead, 
swinging jazz standards. 

According to B-Jazzed co- 
founder and Artistic Direc- 
tor Carmen Spada, the 
combination of various jazz 
styles add up to precisely 
the event that they are striv- 
ing to create. 

“The word ‘jazz’ has been 
interpreted and defined in 
many different ways over 
the last century, and a lot of 
that has been due to multi- 
cultural influences on the 
music due to its dissemina- 
tion all over the world,” said 
Spada earlier this week. 
“That is the precedent that 
we have built our festival 
on, especially here in 
Brampton, where multicul- 
turalism is the fabric of our 
city.” 

The free programming in 
Garden Square on Sep. 7 
boasts a diverse and ener- 
getic lineup, with perform- 
ances by award-winning 
bassist Rich Brown, an 18- 
piece Latin jazz orchestra 
led by local percussionist 
Johan Aguirre, a soul jazz 
revue led by drummer Mor- 
gan Childs performing clas- 
sic hits from the 60’s and 
70’s Blue Note Records era, 
Brampton saxophonist Sun- 
dar Viswanathan and his 
Indo-jazz fusion band 


Avataar, vocal stylings of 
both the Simone Morris 
Quintet and the Ault Sisters, 
bebop by Brampton based 
band The Sidemen, funk by 
Tumako, and finally ending 
the night with the soulful 
and grooving blues and funk 
sounds of multi-award win- 
ning vocalist Dawn Tyler 
Watson, backed by the 7- 
piece Ben Racine band. 

The festival has “allowed 
us to create not only a great 
network of passionate and 
talented musicians, but also 
corporate and personal rela- 
tionships with key support- 
ers of the arts in Brampton, 
said B-Jazzed co-founder Joe 
Asensio. “We are committed 
to delivering an event that is 
worthy of their support.” 

B-Jazzed has also part- 
nered with the Knights 
Table to run a food drive in 
Garden Square on Saturday, 
and encourages all atten- 
dees to enjoy a day of free 
entertainment while donat- 
ing a non-perishable food 
item. 

For more information, 
visit the festival’s website at 
worldofjazz.ca 


PWN File Photo 


PAW Patrol takes centre stage in new production 


Acrew of four-legged 
friends will be taking the 
stage at the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre this winter, as 
the Paw Patrol gears up for 
a musical adventure run- 
ning on Nov. 23 & 24. 

The action-packed, 
music-filled production in- 
cludes a number of charac- 
ters from the hit animated 
preschool series PAW Pa- 
trol, produced by Spin Mas- 
ter Entertainment. 

Using their unique skills 
and teamwork, the cast of 
heroic pups will show that 
“no job is too big, no pup is 
too small,” and share les- 
sons for all ages about citi- 
zenship, social skills and 
problem-solving as _ they 
make several heroic rescues 


in an action-packed adven- 
ture. 

The show includes two 
acts and an intermission, 
and engages audiences with 
Bunraku puppetry, an inno- 
vative costuming approach 
that brings the PAW Patrol 
characters to life on stage 
with their vehicles and pup 
packs. 

The performance features 
up-tempo music and a clev- 
erly written script that is a 
wonderful introduction to 
live theater for kids. 

Classic theatrical scenery, 
along with a _ high-tech 
video wall, will visually 
transport families to an au- 
thentic PAW Patrol environ- 
ment, including locations 
from the TV series, like Ad- 


venture Bay, The Lookout, 
Seal Island, Farmer Yumi's 
farm and Jake's Mountain. 

Special interactive videos 
will also allow the audience 
to participate via inter- 
views, solve clues with the 
Pups, follow the character 
of Mayor Goodway and 
much more. 

The event will take place 
on Saturday, Nov. 23 at 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m., and Sun- 
day Nov. 24 at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre, located 
at 5500 Rose Cherry Place. 

Tickets start at $25 and 
up. For more information 
on tickets, visit pawpatrol- 
live.com/Canada. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN August 1, 2019 Layout 1 2019-08-03 7:29 AM Page 19 


Aug. 1, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 19 


Focus on Film Forum - The King Triumphs! 


by Joseph Monachino 


“I just can’t wait to 
be king!” - The Lion 
King - 1994, 2019 


Director Jon Favreau 
has hit it out of the park 
with the remake of “The 
Lion King”. 

By all accounts, this 
year’s summer box office 
has been lackluster. After 
seeing the movie, I be- 
lieve it will fill more seats 
in theatres than any 
other movie released this 
summer. 

The remake of the orig- 
inal animated movie is 
dazzling and _ visually 
stunning. The story of 
betrayal and lies remains 
the same from the origi- 
nal movie. This story has 
had three lives in it’s 25 
year history. 

First, with the original 
animated movie. Then, 
the magnificent stage 
play. Now, with this 


stunning CGI remake, it 
may be hard to give it 
new life a fourth time. 

I think many fans of the 
movie and the stage play 
agree that “it never gets 
old”. It seems like every 
new version of the story 
gives a craving to add an- 
other dimension to the 
canon of movies and 
stage plays. Movie goers 
of all ages will leave the 
theatre satisfied that it is 
a well-produced movie. 

The combination of 
voices, singing, and CGI 
animation all come to- 
gether in a coherent fash- 
ion. There seems to be a 
divide between the criti- 
cal and audience reac- 
tion. 

I, for one, would recom- 
mend seeing it. Others 
(mostly critics) found it 
disappointing. 

I think this CGI version 
ranks up there with sim- 
ilar remakes. My 


favourite of recent years 
was the live action re- 
make of “Beauty and the 
Beast”. That was really a 
crowd pleaser! I recom- 
mend seeing “The Lion 


Rar 


King”. It was well worth 
the price. 

The monthly Movie 
Night has been moved to 
anew night, starting next 
month. It will take place 


' > y 
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on the last Wednesday of 
each month. 

E-mail me at 
joseph.monachino@yaho 
o.com if you are inter- 
ested in attending the 


next one, which takes 
place at CINESTARZ The- 
atre (located at the cor- 
ner of Burnhamthorpe 
Road and Central Park- 
way). 
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* Bollywood comes to Mississauga at 
Monster Mashup 


The BollywoodMonster 
Mashup wrapped up _ its 
ninth annual festival last 
weekend earlier this month 
with a wide assortment of 
free concerts, amazing 
dance performances, lots of 
family activities at the free 
KidZone, film festivals, deli- 
cious food and a variety of 
market vendors to shop 
from. 

This year’s international 
Bollywood headliners, 
Nikhita Gandhi and Yasser 
Desai had the crowd going 
wild with their hit perform- 
ances at Mississauga Cele- 
bration Square. 

Attendees of this year 
were surrounded by a fusion 
of singers and songs, includ- 
ing the Bollywood Monster 
Orchestra who returned to 
the BMM stage for their 
ninth consecutive year and 
played a mix of Bollywood 
songs ranging from old 
school classics to today’s top 
hits. 

In addition, there were 
some thrilling performances 


delivered by Parichay, Shia- 
mak Show Kids, The Band 
Destiny, Ankita Music and 
more that had the audience 
on their feet the entire 
show. 

Other festivities included 
dance workshops by Shia- 
mak Toronto and Ria Aikat 
who taught the audience 
some fun Bollywood moves. 
Also on site was the KidZone 
that had families & children 
enjoy a wide variety of free 
activities such as kite-mak- 
ing, puppetry, engaging 
games, arts & crafts, aerial 
yoga and much more. 

“We had an incredible line 
up that literally had our au- 
dience wanting more, and 
just witnessing that type of 
energy is really what makes 
this so rewarding,” said 
MonstrARTity’s artistic di- 
rector, Vikas Kohli. “We 
can’t wait to celebrate with 
everyone again next year for 
our big 10th year anniver- 
sary!” 


Photos by Captive Camera 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


July introduced us to sum- 
mer, but now August is fully 
into summer. 

Our tans are darker and 
barbeques are a constant. 
Our favourite Canadian bev- 
erages at this time are beer 
and lemonade. 

August is named in honor 
of the first Roman emperor, 
Augustus Caesar (63 B.C.- 
A.D. 14), who was the grand- 
nephew of Julius Caesar. 

August’s birthstone is the 
peridot. The peridot, one of 
the oldest known gemstones, 
is green and can range from 
bright lime green to an olive- 
like greenish brown. 

It symbolizes strength and 
healing power, protecting its 
wearer from nightmares and 
evil, ensuring harmony and 
happiness. 

The August birth flowers 
are the gladiolus and the 
poppy. The gladiolus or 
‘sword lily, represents re- 
membrance, calm, integrity, 
and infatuation. 

The other August flower is 
the poppy which has a vari- 
ety of colours: red signifies 
pleasure; white is given for 
consolation; and _ yellow 
wishes wealth and success. 

The poppy is also an en- 
during symbol because of a 
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First World War poem, “In 
Flanders Fields”, written by 
Canadian Lieutenant-Colonel 
John McCrae. Today, poppies 
commemorate our annual 
Remembrance Day cam- 
paign, raising $14 million 
each year to assist veterans. 

Amid the blasting bombs, 
lifeless bodies, and muddy 
trenches of the Great War, 
bright red poppies flourished 
in Flanders Fields, Belgium. 
London magazine Punch 
published McCrae’s work in 
Dec. 1915, and it quickly be- 
came one of the most popu- 
lar war poems. 

Two days before the 
Armistice, American human- 
itarian and academic Moina 
Michael read McCrae’s poem 
while on duty at the YMCA 
Overseas War Secretaries 
headquarters in New York. 
Michael wrote her own 
called, “We Shall Keep the 
Faith,” in which she vows to 
wear the poppy to remember 
the war dead. 

In 1920, Anna Guérin, a 
French woman, was inspired 
by Michael’s idea to make 
poppies a memorial flower. 

Guérin made red silk pop- 
pies and sold them in Britain 
to raise money in support of 
former soldiers and the fam- 


ilies of those who died dur- 
ing the war. 

The newly formed British 
Legion sold nine million of 
the poppies on Nov. 11 that 
year, raising more than 
106,000 British pounds. 

Guérin convinced the 
Great War Veterans Associa- 
tion of Canada to use the 
poppy as a symbol of re- 
membrance while fundrais- 
ing, which it first did on July 
5, 1921. 

By 1922, poppies distrib- 
uted in Canada were made 
by disabled veterans, via the 
Department of Soldiers’ Civil 
Re-establishment. 

On Remembrance Day in 
1933, the Co-operative 
Women’s Guild — a Great 
Britain organization encour- 
aging and educating women 
— distributed the first white 
poppies to challenge the con- 
tinuing push for war. 

A year later, the Peace 
Pledge Union (PPU) started 
distributing the white pop- 
pies and still does today. 

Our weather this year has 
been very wet with many 
local floods and the lake 
water level is up. As we look 
across Lake Ontario, it is 
hazier because the water has 
warmed up. 
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Health and Wellness - Celebrating August 


It is so refreshing to walk 
lakeside and wade in the 
water. There are so many 
beaches and pools to enjoy. 

The sounds of summer are 
crickets at night and cicadas 
during the hot days, bees 
buzzing around, and thun- 
derstorms quickly coming 
and going drenching the 
grass and soil. 

Flowers are profusely 
blooming. Backyards have 
multiple squirrels scurrying 
and birds chirping. The days 
are shorter and nights are 
longer and warm and easy to 
enjoy. At work, people enjoy 
outside lunches sitting on 
park benches. The sidewalk 
is full of people enjoying 
walking in their noon hour. 

We have the Civic holiday 
long weekend. In August, we 
celebrate International Day 
of the World’s Indigenous 
People, International Youth 
Day and World Humanitar- 
ian Day. 

August launches the CNE 
and it almost predicts the 
summer ending. There are 
concert series under the 
stars in the parks. Movie 
nights are enjoyed under the 
stars at Celebration Square 
and Theatres and Art are in 
our parks. 


Multiple festivals are also 
being enjoyed celebrating 
different cultures - Mosaic, 
Latin Festival, Italfest, Japan, 
and Muslimfest. 

Farmers’ Markets are so 
luscious and celebrate earth’s 
crops. What a wonderful ad- 
venture and selection in local 
fresh veggies and fruits. 

Sweet and plentiful fruits 
like peaches, pears, blueber- 
ries, plums, apples, water- 
melons are available in 
wooden baskets. Veggie 


crops are plentiful like toma- 
toes, cucumbers, peppers, 
corn on the cob, carrots and 
root veggies. What a won- 
derful array of fruits and 


vegetables. 

Golfers and golf clubs are 
the most active at this time. 
Sports are the activities of 
the season and soccer, base- 
ball, rugby, cycling, swim- 
ming, and so much more are 
there to enjoy playing but 
also being an onlooker. 

The end of the month is 
about preparing for the 
school year and children are 
either dreading or anticipat- 
ing going back. 

What a wonderful month! 
From earth’s goodness to our 
activities to enjoying the 
wonderful hot weather, this 
is a wonderful time of the 
year. 


Writers group holds contest 
for young voices 


The Mississauga Writers 
Group will be holding their 
yearly contest for young 
writers, which will be run- 
ning throughout the sum- 
mer. 

Started in Jan. 2013, the 
club hosts monthly meet- 
ings for emerging and es- 
tablished writers, hosts 
keynote speakers and has 
published 12 anthologies. 

“Young people want to 
have a voice, So we are pro- 
ducing a contest where they 
will have one,” said Eliza- 
beth Banfalvi, who runs the 
group. “So often on my 
many promotional events, 
parents would come up to 
me and ask if their young 
child could come to our 
meetings and write for our 
anthologies.” 

This year, the group will 
be combining the 14 to 18- 
year-old age groups with 
poetry and short stories to- 
gether as part of the contest. 


Youths who participate in 
the contest will be vying for 
the grand prize of a $100 In- 
digo gift certificate. 

Each youth participating 
in the contest must fill out a 
form, and for participants 
under the age of 16, a per- 
mission form needs to be 
filled in to ensure the parent 
or guardian gives the group 
permission to use their 
child’s writing. 

The winner will also be 
highlighted in an upcoming 
Mississauga Writers’ Group 
meeting, and their year-end 


production of the Write On! 
Festival, being held at the 
Noel Ryan Auditorium on 
Nov. 28. The winner’s sub- 
mission will also be in- 
cluded in an upcoming 
anthology. 

The deadline is Sep. 30, 
2019 and the winner will be 
introduced at the Oct. 12 
meeting. A panel of judges 
will grade all submissions. 

For submission guidelines 
and more _ information, 
email submissions@Missis- 
saugaWritersGroup.com. 


i 


OFFICIAL KICK-OFF PARTY @ 


1- OPEN MIC JAM NIGHT @ Cuchulainn's Irish Pub (158 Queen St S) 


TUESDAY AUGUST 6 


WEDNESDAY AUGUST 7 


(100 City Centre Dr) 


6:30pm - ROCK THE COLISEUM/MOSAIC GALA @ Living Arts Centre (4141 Living Arts Dr)* invite 


8pm - MAC OPEN MIC @ Celebration Square Amphitheatre (300 C 


THURSDAY AUGUST 8 


y Centre Dr) 


6:30pm - MUSICIANS + MONEY panel @ Metalworks Institute (3611 Mavis Rd) 


10pm - OPEN MIC NIGHT @ Failte Irish Pub (201 City Centre Dr) 


5:30pm - ROCK THE COLISEUM G@ 
ith The Creepsho 


4pm - ROCK THE COLISEUM @ 


antiskentic CTI CW 


FRIDAY AUGUST 9 


PC Y, The 


SATURDAY AUGUST 10 


Celebration Square Amphitheatre (300 City Centre Dr) 


2lebration Square Amphitheatre (300 City Centre Dr) 


wee UNISON 
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Featuring Performances By: 


MAYLEE TODD 
NOYZ & DUSTY LOOPS 
BOMBAY | ROSHANIE 


Digital Art Exhibit Featuring Local Creators 
& BrampLENS Photography Contest 


AUGUST 17 2019 
Studio Il, Rose Theatre 
Brampton, Ontario 


TICKETS: WWW.METABRAMPTON.CA | @METABRAMPTON 


through ORGANIZED BY 
Program. 


XZ7 BRAMPTON the Community Grant Progra 
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Peel Region marked the 
closing of Pride Month cel- 
ebrations with a number 
of ceremonies and activi- 
ties earlier this week, in- 
cluding flag-raising 
ceremonies and unveilings. 

In Mississauga, Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, local 
councillors, Peel Regional 
Policeand representatives 


from the Rainbow Sauga 
Alliance were on-hand to 
mark the occasion with a 
flag-raising at the Missis- 
sauga Civic Centre. 

In Brampton, Mayor 
Patrick Brown, members 
of the community and 
councillors enjoyed music 
and food at Vivian Lane in 
the downtown core, just 


MP kicks off re-election 
campaign with packed launch 


With less than 100 days to 
go until the Federal Election, 
over a thousand supporters 
gathered at North Park 
Drive and Dixie Road to help 
Ruby Sahota, the current 
Member of Parliament and 
the Liberal candidate for 
Brampton North, kick off 
her re-election campaign. 

During the launch event, 
Sahota said she was proud 
to have worked with her col- 
leagues to cut taxes for the 
middle class and small busi- 
nesses, expand benefits for 
families and seniors, see the 
successful negotiation of 


multiple trade agreements. 

These policies have helped 
Canadians create over one 
million jobs, have the unem- 
ployment rate reach historic 
lows, and lifted over 
800,000 Canadians out of 
poverty, she told the crowd. 

“Our Federal Liberal Gov- 
ernment has been making a 
difference for Canadians 
and for Brampton since day 
one,” Sahota said. "I am 
proud to be running again to 
ensure the important invest- 
ments we have been making 
in our community con- 
tinue.” 


before the unveiling of a 
set of newly-installed de- 
cals representing the Pride 
and Transgender Pride 
flags. 

Caledon celebrated Pride 
Month with a number of 
activities throughout the 
month, including a flag- 
raising ceremony with 
representatives from Moyo 
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Peel Celebrates Pride Month 


Community Health Serv- 
ices and local representa- 
tives. 

Pride Month in Peel cele- 
brates the LGBT+ commu- 
nity with a number of 
different events and activ- 
ities around the region. 

The Region of Peel allo- 
cated funds up to $25,000 
(or an appropriate 


amount) on an annual 
basis between the Bramp- 
ton, Caledon and Missis- 
sauga for the creation of a 
decal Pride Flag (updated 
in Philadelphia in 2017) 
and Transgender Flag 
decal, in consultation with 
the local communities. 
Brampton _ celebrated 
Pride earlier this year with 


three events, two of which 
were held for the first time 
ever: Mayor Brown and 
Council Love is Love is 
Love Pride Parade Prep 
Party, Toronto Pride Pa- 
rade with Mayor Brown 
and Council, and Pride in 
the Square. 

(PWN Staff/Submitted 
Photos) 


Best of India comes to Brampton 


Hundreds of guests 
were in attendance this 
past weekend during the 
annual Festival of India 
(FOI) Brampton, which 
took place Saturday at 
Chinguacousy Park. 

Afew patches’ of 
cloudy weather couldn’t 


keep attendees away as 
they enjoyed local foods 
from vendors, activities 
and more, along with 
plenty of live entertain- 
ment throughout the 
day. This year’s event 
saw a much larger crowd 
and had more services 


added for the benefit of 
visitors, including free 
food and drinks offered 
throughout the after- 
noon. 

“We all learn and grow 
together as one big Peel 
Region family/commu- 
nity, and we are here to 


continue year after 
year,” said an event or- 
ganizer. 


(Photos Courtesy of 
MP Sonia Sidhu/ISKCON 
Brampton) 
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Understandin 


by Vidya Gopaul 


Climate change and its ef- 
fects on the planet have 
been the talk of the world, 
from scientists, politicians 
to special climate advoca- 
cies. 

Are we on the right track 
to find the real reason for 
the climate changes, or are 
we just passing the buck 
from one organization to 
another just to score some 
points and media savvy? 

Iam sure the advocates of 
climate change have expen- 
sive gas-guzzling cars, huge 
mansions, private jets and 
own or use items that cause 
directly or indirectly change 
in the climate. I think we 
should live by example 
rather than by lecturing oth- 
ers. 

Maybe we should look 
why we have had such a 
drastic change in our cli- 
mate on Earth in a different 
way. 

My theory is two fold. 
First, look at our solar sys- 
tem and the theory of grav- 
ity. The current convention 
says we have eight planets 
in our solar system, and 
they all are revolving 
around the sun for many 
millennia. 

The theory of gravity says 
that objects attract to each 
other, and hence with that 
proof in mind, all the plan- 
ets must be attracting to the 
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stars, the sun and to each 
other as well. 

The theory also indicates 
that with the power of grav- 
ity, objects move closer to 
each other as well, which 
was discovered when Sir 
Isaac Newton, the English 
mathematician. 

He noticed that the apple 
always fell from the tree to 
the ground and not up- 
wards. That was so because 
the apple was attracted to 
Earth, and hence the two 
objects got closer to each 
other. 

It is also true that the big- 
ger object always attracts 
the smaller object. If that is 
the case, my theory is that 
all the planets, including our 
planet Earth, must be at- 
tracted by the sun, which is 
much more heavier and big- 
ger than earth. Therefore, 
the Earth is inching closer 
and closer however minute 
the advance is. 

As we know, our solar sys- 
tem has been in existence 
for million of years, and just 
maybe during those million 
years, the Earth has moved 
enough closer to the sun to 
impact our climate. 

Nowadays, we have more 
heat waves than before here 
in Canada and around the 
world, such as the U.S., Eu- 
rope and Asia. There are a 
lot more tornadoes than be- 


fore in USA and other coun- 
tries. Extreme _ climate 
changes are occurring quite 
often. 

There are more stronger 
hurricanes in the Gulf of 
Mexico, Caribbean seas, At- 
lantic Ocean and in the far 
Eastern seas. (I have not 
talked about the black hole 
gravitational effect, either. 
That phenomenon has a lot 
to do with Earth’s gravity 
and other planets as well. 
That may also cause climate 
change on Earth too.) 

The second theory re- 
volves around our popula- 
tion. It is predicted that by 
year 2050 we will have 9.8 
billion people living on 
Earth! 

Has anyone, including all 
the government agencies 
and the advocates of climate 
change, ever realized what 
kind and how much re- 
sources are need to sustain 
g.8 billion people? 

Our planet does not have 
the unlimited resources to 
feed them. One day, it will 
just collapse when it runs 
out of resources. 

It is a given fact that the 
more people we have, the 
more we are going to create 
pollution, cut down the 
trees, destroy rain forests, 
burn more fossil fuels, build 
more vehicles, houses, re- 
frigerators, body sprays and 
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air conditioning units, just 
to give some examples. Not 
to mention - overpopulation 
creates poverty. 

It does not take a genius to 
figure out that it takes less 
resources to maintain a 
smaller family than to main- 
tain a bigger family. The big- 
ger the family, the more 
resources are needed to pro- 
vide the well-being of its 
members, even if it means 
to deplete many other 


means and sources and even 
sometimes leads to poverty. 

I compare world popula- 
tion as a family unit; the 


bigger it is. the more re- 
sources are needed to main- 
tain it. 

Hence, if you reduce the 
world’s population, you re- 
duce pollution and hence 
maintain a clean and 
healthy environment which 
leads to lesser climate 
change. It is as simple as 
that. 

Therefore, the United Na- 
tions and other world agen- 
cies should be looking very 
seriously at decreasing the 
world population instead of 
distributing them from one 
country to another through 


g Climate Change 


migration pacts and asylum 
seekers. 

Climate change is very 
real. Why can we not put a 
target to reduce population 
by certain year as we have 
done to reduce CO2 by a cer- 
tain year? 

I believe both go hand in 
hand. You reduce the popu- 
lation, you reduce the CO2. 
We cannot control my first 
theory, but for sure we can 
control the second one hun- 
dred per cent for the better- 
ment of the health of the 
world - our Mother Earth! 


VOICE OF COURAGE: 


LANI ELLIOTT 


THE HOPE 
PROJECT 


27 SEPTEMBER 2019 - 12-3PM 
HOCKLEY VALLEY RESORT 
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al hree spectacular of Acne 

music concerts ande ents. 
| featuring leading: Cane dian 
' musicians. SEL Se 


Aug 16th - 18th 


Alton Mill Arts Centre 


1402 Queen St W, Alton, ON 
Featuring BMF artists, 


Chamber Music Mentorship Program 
Participants & Side-by-side Orchestra General Admission: $35 | Students/Y outh: $10 
3-Concert Bundle: $90 
Family of 4 (2 adults + 2 children): $80 


